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one of these sacred birds, if yon love life, happiness, your
relations and your friends living and dead. Even those who
are born after you will suffer for it. Eemember the basin.3
" i Let us rather drink, then/ said Panurge.
"'He speaks well, Master ^Edituus/ said Friar John.
c While we are looking at these devils of birds we do nothing
but blaspheme, but while we are emptying the bottles and
the flagons we do nothing but praise the Lord. Let us then
go drink.' 3?
And so they take leave of L'lle Sonnante. Had there
been by this time left a shadow of doubt of the hatred
in which Eabelais held ecclesiastical institutions, this
chapter would be enough to dissipate that doubt. The
chief office of the Church is to console, fortify, and
encourage the dying, and to say masses for the dead.
Therefore Eabelais represents the birds to have originally
been singers at funerals. Certainly in the next page he
forgets this statement and assigns another origin, but
that is his way. The birds in the cages, the monks and
nuns, priests, bishops, cardinals, and the great Pope him-
self, recruited from all the world, kept well fed and fat
by all the world, armed with thunder and lightning
(kept in a basin), held sacred from all violence, leading
lives of pure gluttony and selfish indulgence, without
a hint of religion, morality, learning, or work of any
kind, are the Church as Eabelais conceived it, knew it,
ahd drew it after an experience of seventy years. Not
one redeeming feature, no possibility in his mind that
this dead and rotten superstition ever had or would again
put forth green shoots and umbrageous branches. The
world is crushed, cries the old man bitterly, "by the
Church. Humanity is enslaved by priests.
In three days they reach the uninhabited Island of